
Subject:  Urgent Action Needed to Kill HB1615  

Date: 1-16-2020 

 

Dear NHLTA Member: 

 

You are receiving this email because you are a constituent of a member of the House Municipal and County 

Government Committee, which is considering two pieces of legislation directly affecting public libraries.  The bill 

of greatest concern to NHLTA at this point is HB 1615-FN, "AN ACT requiring criminal background checks for 

persons brought into a library to interact with minors in library-sponsored events.”  You can read the text of the 

bill here: http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?id=1502    

 

The committee hearing on this bill was held this week, January 15, and NHLTA, NH Library Association and 

others testified in opposition to the bill. However, some committee members seemed on the fence and several 

suggested amendments they thought might make the measure feasible.  We remain opposed for several reasons 

(see talking points below).  The committee will vote next Wednesday, January 22, whether to recommend the 

bill “ought to pass” as presented; “ought to pass as amended”, with any amendments brought forth by members 

and approved by the full committee; or “inexpedient to legislate” (ITL) thereby essentially killing the bill.  The 

last decision is what the library community is seeking. 

 

We need your help to kill this bill. We ask that you call or email your representative who sits on the 

committee and ask them to vote this bill ITL.  The committee membership is listed here with their 

addresses: https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/committeedetails.aspx?id=11. 

 

You may use the points below in your comments if you like, but please put the case forward in your own 

words.  DO NOT just copy and paste the bullets below in an email. Duplicate communications to legislators 

from multiple people has been found to do more harm than good.  Phone calls are best, but emails are ok if 

written in your own words. 

 

Talking points: 

 We feel children are safe attending our library programs because presenters are not left alone with 

children; there is always staff supervision. 

 The cost to implement this bill would pose a hardship for our library, and we would have to reallocate 

scarce resources to pay for it. 

 Conducting unnecessary criminal background checks constitutes a regulatory burden. 

 This bill constitutes an unfunded mandate, since no funds are allocated by the state to cover the cost of the 

record checks or compensate us for the administrative/staff costs it would incur. 

 We believe this bill will discourage community volunteers and others from presenting programs at our 

library. 

 The time to accomplish record checks will cause delays and reduce programming. 

 As written, this bill would require us to do background checks even on the local police officer who comes 

to talk about the role of her K9 partner, for example, or the state legislator who comes to talk about the 

legislative process to a teen group. 

I’m sure you can think of many more examples of how this bill would negatively affect your library and the 

programming you offer to your under-18 patrons. 

 

Thank you for your assistance.  If you have questions or wish to share the response you receive from your 

legislator, feel free to contact me at s.gaudiello@nhlta.org. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Susan Gaudiello, President 

NH Library Trustees Association 
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